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The Effect of Electronic Books on the Reading
Interest of Visually Impaired Students

Moon, Sung-Joon

Major : Education of the Visually Impaired Students
Graduate School of Special Education, Taegu University

Supervised by Prof. Lim, Ahn-Soo

<Abstract>

Rapid development of electronic media in multimedia and
information society changed reading media and reading method. People
were getting so much information not only through existing print media
but also through PC communication and internet including electronic
book forms which were visual and auditory senses. But visually
impaired people were relatively limited to information in comparison to
the sighted, because they usually depended on traditional media like
braille books or recorded books.

This paper was to study how much visually impaired students were
learning through electronic books which were established as new
reading media for visually impaired students through current computer
development, to study the reading interest of them and to find out the
problems of them.

Questionnaires were mailed to 223 visually impaired students

consisting of 7th through 11th graders from eight schools for the Blind,
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and 190 responses returned. The results were as follows.

First, it showed that visually impaired students were reading to get
less information or intelligence because of visual impairment. And the
reading tendency of electronic books was comparatively less than that
of braille or recorded books but it considered that the electronic books
were helpful for reading of visually impaired students and the needs for
this were high. It showed that students who used computer and PC
communication better had higher reading interests in electronic books
and it also showed that systematic computer education was required to
increase the use of electronic books.

Second, for the problems of electronic books, the first reason the
students did not want to read by the electronic books was bad quality
of speech synthesizer and the second reason was difficult to learn
computer. So, to increase the use of electronic books and to teach
computer better it was important that the quality of speech synthesizer
would be improved.

Third, from now on the electronic books should be developed for
Windows including MP3 and video clip, and they should be developed
for visually impaired students to be able to use remaining vision and
auditory ability for their reading.

And electronic books visually impaired students wanted to read
were mainly domestic and foreign novels and learning materials and
they were comparatively easier to understand than braille books and
they did not have to concentrate on reading.

Through these good electronic books, good quality of speech
synthesizer and software would be developed for visually impaired

students to access to information of multimedia.
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